
September Questions…

When we welcome your children back in September we know that there will be mixed emotions from everyone
involved. Please rest assured we have been working as a staff team to prepare to welcome all our children
back and we are extremely excited to see them! School has just not been the same this term.

To allow the children a little more space and attention from the staff we have decided to stagger the start of
term:
Thursday 3rd September - Reception, Year 2, Year 4, Year 6
Friday 4th September - West Down Preschool, Year 1, Year 3, Year 5
From Monday 7th September - ALL CHILDREN to attend school as normal.

We will be in contact again before the end of the summer holiday with the Back to School Pack and
newsletter but here are a few questions we are able to answer so far...

How will the ‘bubbles work?’
Each class group will be considered a ‘bubble’ with their class teacher and teaching assistant allocated to that
class. The children will work together in their classroom with their peers as they normally would. The difference
will be that we will not hold any large group gatherings where bubbles can mix. For example assemblies will
happen in the classroom and break times will be staggered so children do not mix with other class bubbles.
Dinners will also be slightly different as the children will eat in their classroom and have hot meals delivered to
them.

What will the school day be like?
The children won’t notice much difference to lessons themselves but the organisation of the day will be a little
different.  Children in KS2 will sit at desks all facing the same way for most lessons.  Children in KS1 and FS
will continue to collaborate in groups but teachers will try to avoid children sitting opposite each other for too
long.
Children will be asked to wash their hands regularly (we’ve replaced the soap and made E45 cream available
in all classrooms so children’s skin should be protected) and will be encouraged to practice good respiratory
hygiene (using a tissue to catch coughs and sneezes, put tissues in the bin and then wash their hands)
Equipment will be cleaned or stored before it is used by another bubble and some of the regularly used
classroom equipment will be organised so that each small group of children has their own set.
Children won’t be getting changed for PE or gathering as a school for playtimes or assemblies.
Teachers are being advised to maintain a 2 meter distance from other staff and children where possible.

Drop off and pick up!
We ask that only one parent drops off and picks up children from the school gate. This is based on advice from
Devon to reduce adult contact as much as possible. Before the end of the summer you will receive a staggered
start time and finish time for your child/ children. These times will be allocated via surname so parents are able
to drop all their children off at once. Again, to reduce any ‘hanging around’ and adult contact at the gate.



What are the rules around attendance?
From September 2020 is it a Government Requirement that all children are back in school. Attendance
expectations return to normal.

What if my child shows symptoms of the coronavirus?
If your child or any of your household shows symptoms of the coronavirus your child should not attend school.
Please contact the school for further guidance.  If any member of the household tests positive for coronavirus
the whole household needs to isolate and this means that children will not be able to attend school during this
period but will be supported to learn at home if they are well enough. If your child shows signs of the virus in
school we will notify you immediately to collect your child. While a child is awaiting collection they will be
looked after in our allocated isolation area. You will then be advised to access a test for your child.

What if another member of the ‘bubble’ shows signs of the virus?
You will be notified if a child or adult in their bubble has been formally diagnosed with the virus. This
information will be accessed by Public Health where we will follow their instructions of what to do next.

Uniform and bags
Children will be expected to wear normal school uniform from September. There is not a requirement to wash
clothes more regularly than normal. We have changed our uniform policy so children may wear footwear of any
colour provided shoes are safe for running around in (no sandals, slip on shoes, heeled shoes etc - trainers are
ideal). This is to allow children to take part in PE sessions without having to get changed.
Classrooms are likely to be cooler as we’ll be keeping windows and doors open to aid ventilation.  Children
may be more comfortable wearing a vest or base layer under their uniform on cooler days.
Children won’t be changing for PE but will need either a change of uniform or PE kits in a drawstring bag on
their pegs in case they get wet.  This drawstring bag of spare clothes should stay in school and only come
home if it needs to be washed.
We will need to maximise opportunities for outdoor learning and so we will be asking Mulberry, Aspen, Cherry
and Maple class children to have welly boots and a waterproof jacket and trousers available for school. Thin
waterproof coats and trousers can be stored easily and can have warm layers underneath.  We recommend
Muddy Puddles Basics for hard wearing properly waterproof clothing that is generously sized to add warm
layers underneath.  Lidl also sell an affordable and comfortable range of waterproof clothing most years. We
will aim to provide these for children who are entitled to means tested free school meals.

How will my child catch up?
There has been lots of talk in the media about children catching up but we need to ask ‘catch up with who?’ All
children have had their education disrupted, even the children of critical workers who attended school through
lockdown.
We know that children’s home learning experience will be unique to them.  We will allow children to settle back
in school and lessons before undertaking teacher assessments (this is often done by observing children or
scrutinising their written work) and then we’ll plan for their next steps.
Children’s academic progress does not often happen at a regular pace.  It is normal for children to have
periods of rapid acceleration in learning followed by a period of time when their learning slows down or even go
backwards a little.  To help your child to be ready for a period of rapid acceleration in learning you could
encourage them to practice their basic skills in the last few weeks of the holiday.  We know that children who
are comfortable reading (at their level), writing and using numbers (counting, adding, subtracting, multiplying
and dividing at their level) feel more confident when they return to the classroom after a long break.



What do I do if my child is worried about school?
If your child has questions or anxieties about returning to school please tell us or encourage your child to tell
us.  We find the best way to deal with worries is by listening carefully to understand the concern and then give
the factual information that the child needs along with any practical support that might help.  We will be
checking the parents@westberryfederation.org.uk email account regularly during the holiday.  Please don’t
allow concerns to fester as this can help them to grow!  We can often offer quick reassurance that will allow
you and your child to enjoy the holiday and look forward to the return to school. Children’s worries can
sometimes seem insignificant to adults while being overwhelming for the child.  We will always listen and help
your child if they are worried.

Are Breakfast Club and Afterschool Club running next term?
Yes - Breakfast Club and Afterschool club will run each day provided that enough children are booked in to
make it viable.  Numbers in each session will initially be restricted to 10 children so please book as far in
advance as possible to have the best chance of securing the sessions that you need.  Children from different
class bubbles will be cared for in the same before or after school group.  Activities will be planned to maintain
as much distance between children as possible.
Bookings will be made via parentmail - details to follow.

Other bits and bobs
● Children must not bring anything additional onto the school premises, other than what is needed for the

school day. This includes a warm & waterproof coat, water bottle and lunch box and pencil cases (KS2).
● Google classroom will remain open and live for the children to continue accessing ideas over the

holidays.

The whole staff team are really looking forward to having our Federation family back
together again! We will be in contact again before September and regular contact

after that to keep you updated of any changes.
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