
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
 
 
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement this evening we have made rapid plans for 
tomorrow and subsequent days. 
 
Schools nationally are now closed for face to face teaching for all children, except the children 
of key workers and vulnerable children, until further notice.  We had no advance notice of this 
decision and are yet to receive any guidance and so plans may need to be tweaked over the 
coming days. We are not yet clear what provision is allowed for preschool children. 
 
Tomorrow, please only send your child into school if you are a key worker or if your child 
is vulnerable and you absolutely have to.  If you need to send your child into school 
tomorrow, please email parents@westberryfederation.org.uk this evening so that we can 
have an idea of the number of children that will need care tomorrow and organise staff 
accordingly. 
 
In one day, with minimal children in school, we hope to be able to contact every family to fully 
understand what each of our children needs to be able to continue to learn effectively at home. 
A member of teaching staff will phone your home at some point tomorrow to discuss the needs 
of the West Berry children who live in your household.  If you would prefer us to contact you on 
a different number please let us know by email.  Teachers will have a great deal of phone calls 
to make and so conversations will need to be quite focused.  If you have other questions or 
concerns that are not addressed, please let us know by email to 
parents@westberryfederation.org.uk 
 
We plan to deliver the children’s exercise books, reading books and any resources needed to 
your homes.  We will be loaning chromebooks to families that need them, prioritising our oldest 
children (initially we will limit the number of devices loaned to a household). 
 
Our initial plans are to provide lessons via the Google classroom and for the children in school 
to access the same lessons as those at home.  The children in school will be working 
individually wherever possible and using a computer to access learning just like the children at 
home.  Children can begin to look at the Google classroom tomorrow but we ask that they don’t 
start this week’s lessons yet (there is lots available from previous weeks to keep children busy if 
they are keen to start).  We hope to offer some live lessons and by keeping all the children 
working on the same content it will make it easier for them to make the best use of teaching 
offered. 
 
We hope that the vast majority of children will be at home tomorrow.  We suggest that you use 
the day to create a learning space for each child, establish family rules and draw up a timetable 
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that will work for each child and the wider family.  As a guide children in Y3-Y6 should be 
focused on learning tasks for a minimum of 4 hours a day, children in Y1 and 2 for a minimum of 
3 hours a day.  This includes practical subjects like PE, art and music.  Teachers will offer 
advice to the parents of younger children and children with SEN about the amount of time that 
individual children should spend each day on learning tasks. It is important that children 
understand that they will be expected to follow a timetable and engage with lessons in a way as 
similar to if they were in school as possible. 
 
We will be in touch again tomorrow evening to give further details about how your child will be 
able to access remote learning and what will be expected of them.  
 
Best wishes, 
 
Su and Faye 


