
21.1.21 Update 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Firstly, congratulations for making it through another week of remote learning. It 
certainly feels like we are finally settling into a routine. The staff team have been really impressed with the level 
of engagement the children have shown and our tracking system shows many children are managing to 
regularly hand work in via the Google Classroom (support videos for this can be found on our YouTube 
channel).  Over 90% of children are attending the morning ‘Are you ready’ sessions which is fantastic! The 
changes we made last week seem to work well for everyone. Staff are in regular contact to make tweaks and 
try to improve things further. If you have any feedback please do not hesitate to email the 
parets@westberryfederation.org.uk. We receive lots of information on how we can improve things further but 
we would also love to hear what is working well for you. 
 
Staff update 
Mr Jones is still unwell but making a slow but steady recovery from Covid-19.  He is missing everyone at 
school and will be back as soon as he is well enough.  I’m sure you’ll join me in sending our love and very best 
wishes for his continued recovery.  We’re grateful to Mrs Kentell who continues to teach Pine class in Mr 
Jones’ absence. 
 
Louise Davidson, our pastoral coordinator, will be leaving us at the end of this month.  She’s been a fantastic 
member of the team, supporting children and families with a wide variety of issues. We are hugely grateful to 
her for her contribution to our community over the last 4 years and will miss her greatly.  Louise is moving on to 
use her considerable insight and skills in mental health services and we wish her well.  If you’d like to send her 
a farewell message to parents@westberryfederation.org.uk we will send them on to her. 
 
Miss Gwyther, Mr Lewis and Miss Johnson will be leaving us at the end of next week when their training 
placement with us comes to an end.  We are so very grateful to them for the work they have done with the 
children during their placement.  Their enthusiasm to embrace the many changes and opportunities that the 
pandemic has brought has been an inspiration to us all.  I know the children will miss them as will the staff 
team.  We wish them well as they complete their initial teacher training back at university and know that the 
schools which are fortunate enough to appoint them later in the year will be lucky to have them.  Farewell 
messages can be sent to parents@westberryfederation.org.uk we will send them on. 
 
Independent learning 
We are trying to make lessons manageable for children to 
follow at home using familiar school formats.  Many KS2 
and some older KS1 children should be able to complete 
lessons independently and we would encourage parents 
to step away and allow children to work independently 
whenever possible.  This will enable teachers to assess 
what children have learnt and plan for their next 
steps...and give parents some time back.  The process of 
struggling and problem solving is an important part of the 
learning process.  If you are not sure how much your child 
is able to manage independently please look back in their 
exercise book or speak to their teacher. 
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Feedback 
This week the staff have been discussing how we are feeding back to the 
children on their work and we will be trialling new systems next week. DfE 
Guidance states that the expectation is feedback is given once a week. 
However, we endeavour to give feedback to the children more than this. 
Written feedback can be found when you click on the children’s work they 
have handed in - in the ‘private comment’ box. We also need to collect 
information about how well children are engaging with lessons.  From next 
week some teachers will also be using the ‘grading’ box.  When and how 
teachers are using this will be explained to children in the morning Are you 
Ready meeting.  
 
Reading  
Once again we would like to remind you of the importance of continuing to read with your child at home. We 
have streamlined the day to help you find time for this.  
 
Screen based leisure time 
We know that lots of children are using internet connected devices to communicate with their friends and play 
online more now than ever.  Please remind your child that leisure time should be enjoyable.  If a leisure activity 
makes them feel cross, anxious or aggressive then perhaps there is another leisure activity that they would like 
to try.  We’ll cover this with KS2 children in life curriculum in the next few weeks and more information for 
parents will follow soon.  In the meantime, if you need any advice or support please get in touch. 

 
Don’t forget the optional extras! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


